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EXPLORING THE TIMELESS BEAUTY OF GERARD  

MANLEY HOPKINS' POETRY 
 

Abstract 

 

Gerard Manley Hopkins, a 19th- 

century English poet, is celebrated for his 

innovative and deeply expressive verse that 

has left an indelible mark on the world of 

literature. His unique style, marked by 

intricate language, vivid imagery, and 

profound spiritual themes, sets him apart 

from his contemporaries and continues to 

captivate readers even today. This article 

delves into the life, works, and enduring 

legacy of Gerard Manley Hopkins, a master 

of Victorian poetry. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

G.M. Hopkins poems mainly deal with the theme of nature and analyses it association 

with human beings ultimately leading towards God. The combination or an excel of God, 

nature and man that as a priest poet, he seems very close to human ethical values and fear of 

God. Nature remains at the centre of his poetry. He believes that God is very close to beauty 

and man also should believe it. He believed that the quest of God and the quest of beauty are 

smiley. 

 

Nature, standing as a bridge between Man and God, acts as a close link between the 

two. The natural bent in him is for the sensuous, but he resents the sensuous captivity as his 

quest for God comes in conflict with it. He has to keep in check the sensuous captivity 

retaining the Divine. He encounters God in the beauty of nature, but the sensuous aspects of 

nature come in direct conflict with his preoccupying quest for God’s grace. In the early 

nature poetry, there is a mingling of the sensuous element with the moral and the religious. In 

his poetry the Oxford years, he checks the sensuous element by spiritualizing them. But later 

as a Jesuit, coming under the influence of The Spiritual Exercises and the philosophy of Duns 

Scotus, he was able to develop his sacramental vision of nature. Nature being 'expression 

news of God continues to enchant him as the sacrament of God. 

 

II. THE LIFE OF GERARD MANLEY HOPKINS 

 

Born in Stratford, Essex, England, in 1844, Hopkins was the eldest of nine siblings. 

From a young age, he showed a remarkable aptitude for poetry and the arts. He attended 

Highgate School and later Balliol College, Oxford, where he became acquainted with other 

prominent literary figures such as Robert Bridges and John Henry Newman. At Oxford, 

Hopkins began to explore his religious inclinations and eventually converted to Roman 

Catholicism, a pivotal moment that greatly influenced his later works. 

 

After completing his studies, Hopkins joined the Society of Jesus (Jesuits) in 1868 

and took a vow of celibacy, dedicating his life to his faith and poetry. As a Jesuit priest, he 

faced numerous challenges and internal conflicts, struggling to balance his artistic passions 

with his religious calling. Nonetheless, he continued to write poetry, and his verses often 

reflected his spiritual journey and his deep communion with nature. 

 

III. THE UNIQUENESS OF HOPKINS' POETRY 

 

Gerard Manley Hopkins' poetry is distinct and instantly recognizable due to its 

innovative style, which he called "sprung rhythm." This poetic technique involved the use of 

irregular stressed syllables and a complex metrical pattern, infusing his verses with a 

dynamic and rhythmic quality that evoked the natural world's pulsating energy. 

 

Moreover, Hopkins was a keen observer of nature, and his poems were filled with 

striking images and descriptions of the natural world. His ability to capture the beauty of 

nature in exquisite detail was a testament to his keen eye and sensitivity to the environment 

around him. In works such as "Pied Beauty" and "The Windhover," he celebrated the 

inherent beauty of creation and its connection to the divine. 
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1. Themes of Nature and Spirituality: Hopkins' poetry often explores the intersection of 

nature and spirituality, reflecting his belief in God's presence in the natural world. He saw 

the divine in every aspect of creation, and this profound religious outlook permeated his 

poetry. The cycles of life, death, and renewal found in nature were symbolic of the 

spiritual journey and the eternal cycle of the soul. His contemplative verses delved into 

the mysteries of faith, love, suffering, and redemption, making his poetry both deeply 

personal and universally resonant. 

 

2. Posthumous Recognition: During his lifetime, Gerard Manley Hopkins' poetic genius 

remained largely unrecognized. He wrote numerous poems, but only a few were 

published in journals, and it wasn't until after his death in 1889 that his friend, Robert 

Bridges, gathered and published a collection of his works, "Poems of Gerard Manley 

Hopkins" (1918). This posthumous publication catapulted Hopkins to literary fame, and 

he is now considered one of the most significant poets of the Victorian era. 

 

3. Legacy and Influence: Gerard Manley Hopkins' influence extends far beyond his own 

time. His daring and innovative style inspired later generations of poets, including W. H. 

Auden, Dylan Thomas, and T. S. Eliot, among others. Scholars and readers continue to 

explore the depths of his poetry, uncovering new meanings and interpretations. His 

celebration of nature and spirituality resonates with contemporary environmental and 

philosophical concerns, making his work as relevant today as it was during the Victorian 

era. 

 

Certainly! Let's delve deeper into some key aspects of Gerard Manley Hopkins' 

poetry and explore the themes, influences, and the lasting impact of his works: 

 

4. Sprung Rhythm: One of the most defining characteristics of Hopkins' poetry is his use 

of "sprung rhythm." This metrical system, which he developed himself, breaks away from 

the conventional patterns of stress and syllable counts found in traditional poetry. In 

sprung rhythm, the number of stressed syllables in each line remains constant, but the 

number of unstressed syllables can vary. This creates a vibrant and dynamic rhythmic 

structure that mirrors the natural rhythms and cadences of speech and life. 

 

5. The "Terrible Sonnets": In his later years, Hopkins experienced a period of spiritual 

crisis and depression, which led him to write a series of sonnets known as the "Terrible 

Sonnets" or "Sonnets of Desolation." These poems explore themes of doubt, darkness, 

and despair, reflecting the internal struggles he faced as a deeply religious man. Despite 

their somber nature, these sonnets are also profoundly introspective and convey a deep 

sense of faith and hope amidst the darkness. 

 

6. Influence of the Pre-Raphaelites: Hopkins' poetry was influenced by the Pre-Raphaelite 

Brotherhood, a group of English artists and writers who sought to revive the sincerity and 

vividness found in medieval art. He admired the Pre-Raphaelite emphasis on nature and 

the use of detailed imagery to convey emotions and spiritual themes. This influence is 

evident in Hopkins' own fascination with nature and his vivid descriptions of landscapes 

and natural phenomena. 
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7. Unpublished Works and "The Wreck of the Deutschland": Aside from the poems 

published by Robert Bridges, many of Hopkins' works remained unpublished during his 

lifetime. Among these was his longest and most ambitious poem, "The Wreck of the 

Deutschland." This poem, inspired by the tragic shipwreck of the Deutschland in 1875, 

reflects Hopkins' spiritual and emotional struggles while celebrating the heroism and self- 

sacrifice of the nuns who perished in the disaster. The poem's dense language and 

complex imagery make it a challenging yet rewarding piece of literature. 

 

8. Rediscovery and Influence in the 20th Century: After the publication of his collected 

works in the early 20th century, Hopkins experienced resurgence in popularity and 

critical acclaim. His use of language, innovative rhythm, and profound spirituality 

appealed to modernist poets, leading to a renewed interest in his works. As the 20th 

century progressed, Hopkins' poetry continued to inspire poets, particularly those who 

sought to break away from conventional poetic norms and experiment with language and 

form. 

 

9.  Hopkins' Legacy in Environmental Literature: In more recent times, Gerard Manley 

Hopkins' poetry has been embraced as a precursor to modern environmental literature. 

His deep reverence for nature and his belief in the interconnectedness of all living things 

resonate with contemporary environmental concerns. As the world faces growing 

environmental challenges, Hopkins' celebration of the beauty of the natural world and his 

call for responsible stewardship of the earth hold particular significance. 

 

In conclusion, Gerard Manley Hopkins remains a poet of immense artistic and 

spiritual significance. His unique poetic style, the profound exploration of nature and 

faith, and his ability to convey the depths of human emotion continue to inspire readers 

and fellow poets alike. As we journey through the pages of his poetry, we encounter a 

world of beauty, complexity, and spiritual contemplation, making Gerard Manley 

Hopkins a timeless figure in the realm of English literature. 

 

II. CONCLUSION 

 

Gerard Manley Hopkins' poetry stands as a testament to the power of language and 

the human spirit. His unique style and profound exploration of nature and spirituality 

continue to touch hearts and minds across generations. With each reading of his verses, 

readers find themselves immersed in a world of beauty, reverence, and profound 

contemplation, leaving an enduring mark on the landscape of English poetry. 
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