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l. INTRODUCTION
“Alone, we can do so little; together, we can do smuch” — Helen Keller

‘It takes a whole village to raise a child’is a proverb that says that for children to
experience and grow in a safe and healthy envirohna@ entire community of people must
provide for and engage positively with childréihese lines truly fit in when we talk about
role of community in development of a human reseurin Indian culture community can be
called as our second family. Our Social instilmsichave a very strong influence in our
society. These Institutions play a key role in fiagnsocial policies for the betterment of the
community as a whole. An active community leadsajaud social change, this also result in
providing positive benefits to the society wherelive both internally as well as externally.

When we talk about Social change it is a word thatsed to show the changes that
takes place in human interactions and interconoestwith each other. Society is a network
of social relationships which we form with each esth For instance, we make
interconnections with each other on coming togetlher common platform and hence social
change means change in the system of social ne&ijos.

According to International Encyclopedia social apameans any modifications in
the social structures where we are living or ineotivords it can be said changing the way
one interact in a society. When we talk about comitgwas have already mentioned an active
community and that to a community which is readycémtribute to make difference in a
world will definitely have a capacity to bring insacial change. To bring in social change it
is also important to involve each and every indaldwho is the part of a community to feel
included. When we talk about India which is oftatied as land of diversity. Where no event
is complete without the integration and involvemeihvtarious communities together. In such
a country community role to bring in social charggEome even more big and vast. From
organizing a blood donation camp to food distribntidrives everywhere one can see
involvement of people belonging from a specific coamity or group of people belonging to
different communities.

When we talk about bringing and involvement of eactd every member of the
community together it means no one is left behiodnf being involved in the process of
social change. One of the most marginalized sediaur society or community are children
with special needs or in other words we call themividuals with disabilities. They are
facing what we call as social exclusion from thetganes. Social exclusion faced by these
individuals generally hinders the path of sociahmie and full community involvement.
Milner et. al. (2004) talked about Social exclus@amd how it impacts people’s personal
welfare and full participation in society in muligpwvays. It can be improved at both personal
and social levels personally and socially which satude accessibility to the social webs
within different communities that support integoatiand building up of connection with
others, so that everyone who is the a part of anwanity is able to access to its services and
stimulations that will in result help in supportimgproviding a fulfilling life, and the social
and financial awards that is followed by employmamd education.
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Positive involvement of community in the lives dfildren with disabilities can
change their very pattern of life. When communityl show interest in the lives of these
individuals things which they feel challenging d@tome opportunities for many of them.

There positive involvement is only possible by aswess building among the
common masses of people which is less seen indbpl living in India having a huge
population. Because of less popularly about theepnof inclusion it is found absent among
many of the masses living in the remote areas efdbuntry. EvenlThe United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) givtks right of every child that they can
express their opinions and participate in decisitr affect their own lives. This Act
emphasizes on children’s rights of self-expressind participation regardless of their age,
background, or disability. Researches has beenwbreh explores the child’s perspective of
participation helps in making of international ip@s and has applications that results in
collaborative care planning with the child (Lioa¢t.2019).

. COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT IN THE LIVES OF INDIVIDUALS W  ITH
DISABLITIES

Since a very long time individuals with disabilgi@re denied of their rights and
liberties which is given to a normal human beingey are considered socially backward and
were excluded from every event which used to oacua community since past. With the
globalization and social changes in the societywNio the 2%' century the concept have
shifted from exclusion to involvement or in otherms inclusion. Inclusion of these
individuals in a family but also the people aroumdom they are living their community.
Community involvement is a concept which is neettetle included as an education lesson
which is taught to the students when they entessctooms to complete their education.
Discrimination which is deep rooted in our Indiasciety can only be removed by taking
positive approaches and educating a whole commuatibut the current issues which are
prevalent in the society today.

Human support services are provided to pursue tlaé @ community participation.
Bringing people with disabilities to an array o¥ici programming which helps in delivering
the social closeness which results in formatiohexdrtland of life quality for this population
of people (Milner. 2009)

Many campaigns are now resulting in bringing alymditive thinking and feeling of
empathy among the community members of a socidiinkTDifferently, which was a very
famous campaign which was headed by the Ministr§axfial Development, became a social
change campaign that works on to encourage, ntetaad support a significant shift in the
attitudes and behaviors towards individuals witrsadilities. It functions all across
community at all levels most important at natideakl it performs various activities such as:

1. Mobilization of personal and community action te gharts which are still untouched or
unnoticed.

2. Bring in Change and transformation in attitudeschhare pre-determined by the society
and beliefs that is leading to individuals withabgities to feel excluded.
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3. Increase knowledge among the masses living indbald of a state and making them
understand about disability and the benefits obiwement of inclusive communities.

To make this happen this campaign has desigr@dtform to inform the further
development of the Think Differently Campaign. Effolike these can help in bringing
social change in the society by efficiently makunge of the community resources in a
right way possible.

[ll. DISABILITY ISSUES AT COMMUNITY LEVEL

1. There are certain common reported issues which rgiyeoccur in a community
including mobility and accessibility problems, geaghical, lack of time and vocational
barriers, inadequate services and limitations imdifing (Kuipers, Kendall & Hancock,
2001).

2. Current practices which are prevalent in the sgc#ill leave a feeling of strangers
among people with disabilities in their communiffodd, G.E., Evans, and Bayer
1990) by failing to give strength to the service usersldoate themselves within
communities beyond were they are today. Which kélp them to be able to experience
the attributes of place identified which help inldung a sense of community belonging.

3. Attitude of community towards Persons with Disapili

4. Community related Issues faced by Persons with Hilisa- Aggression, Antisocial
behaviour, Abuse and Social discrimination of pessaith disabilities (PWD’s)

5. Importance of Creating Awareness related to comtyiussues
6. Importance of Community involvement & Resource Miabiion
7. Impact of technological developments on disabigues

IV. REVIEW OF LITRATURE

Arakelyan et.al (2019) in their study titled Comntyfbased participation of children
with and without disabilities. The aim of this syjud/as to do comparison of social and
demographic features in community based parti@paimong children with and without
disabilities. The research design used by the relseess was a survey study. For which the
researchers designed a questionnaire named agthtramd difficulties questionnaire. The
sample size used in this study was 5617 males &08 females aged between ten and
twelve. Place of the study was United Kingdom. Tésearch tools used in this study SPSS
module was used to for item analysis. It was cateduthat children with disabilities were
likely to show psychosocial and behavioural proldeamd these problems were related to
reduced level of participation in previous research

Lio et.al (2019) in their study titlednderstanding the Participation in Home, School,

and Community Activities Reported by Children widiisabilities and Their Parents: A Pilot
Study. The aim of this study was to discover whesiedf-reported frequenayf participation
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and give importance to activities which differ frahme parents of children with disabilities
and they themselves. The research design used éoyedearchers was semi structure
interview method which was used to collect the ditdotal 30 participants became part of
this study in between the age of 6 and 13 in schoblaiwan. The research tool used for this
study was Picture My Participation (PMP). For tlgarpose researchers prepared a
guestionnaire. This study concluded that childreowsed less participation in community.
On the other hand in school it was found that chitcdparticipated more.

Tarvydas & Hartely (2018) in their book titled therofessional Practice of
Rehabilitation Counselling. In the chapter threelighbility rights and community. The main
objective of this chapter was to review about thlstany of disability rights and to reflect on
the power of disability culture. This chapter cacerthe following areas which are-
Independent living movement, Disabilities studiesability culture these areas were mainly
focused in order to help the rehabilitation advesdab locate the rehabilitation of persons
with disabilities. As it was a chapter of book thethor reviewed different aspects which
were covered in the chapter. The studies which weanewed to write the chapter were from
the year 1959 to 2013.

Fisher & Purcal (2017) conducted a study titledid?es to change attitudes to people
with disabilities. The aim of this study was to ckéhe effectiveness of policies at different
levels such as employment, education, governmedt teealth. To collect the data the
researcher reviewed various policy papers from 20@011.This research focused on using
multiple intervention at different levels. It dravsplication about the effectiveness of
intervention. It concluded that interventions afedent levels can be effective in order to
address the diversity of experiences in sectorisdhility and it also concluded that is need
for replacement of negative attitudes to negatiticudes.

Simplican et.al (2015) conducted a study titledidie§ social inclusion of people
with intellectual and developmental disabilitiesn &cological model social networks and
community participation. The objective of this sgud to emphases on the concept of social
inclusion and to identify four major areas of whislorganizational implication in context to
social inclusion, inclusion of people having broadpectrum of disability, Inclusion of
Intellectual and developmental disability sociahctive role of self-advocacy groups in
addressing social inclusion. The authors reviewdi@grdnt articles from the year 2003 to
2014. The results concluded and suggested thaefuresearch can be done encouraging and
designing intervention which results in increasofgquality and quantity of inclusion in
society.

Bedell et.al (2013) conducted a study titled ComityuRarticipation, Supports, and
Barriers of School-Age Children With and WithoutsBbilities. The main objective of this
study is to analyze patterns which are part of camty participation and environmental
factors which results in community participatiorr &xhool-age children with and without
disabilities. The research design used by the relseain this study was Cross-sectional,
descriptive, and exploratory study. Total number paiticipants who took part in this
research were Parents (N-Z576), Children with digigis (N- 282), Children without
disabilities (N-294). Data was collected using ANV The location where this study was
conducted was United States and Canada. PEM-CY awparent-report instrument/tool
which was used by the researchers to check envennhfactors that affects the involvement
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of school-age children. The study concluded thetetls a requirement to support community
participation of school-age children as in the gtitdvas found that children with disabilities
participate less. There is a need for participatiod involvement of parents, environmental
impacts were seen different areas such as-sobiajqal and cognitive.

Milner & Kelly (2009) in their study titled Commuyi participation and inclusion:
people with disabilities defining their place. Thmin objective of doing this study was to
discuss various findings from the Community Pgpation Project which was started in New
Zealand, where persons with disabilities got chamsereflect on what community
participation and it mean to them. The researdigdeused for this study was participatory
action research. Total number of samples 66 owtlo€h 19 were part of the focus group.
Samples for the study was chosen from five differeegions of New Zealand. Hyper
Research qualitative software tool was used tcecblhe data of this project. It was found
out that presence of persons with disability andltach community spaces was necessary.
Community participation spaces should be made mccessible physically and socially.

Verdonschot et.al (2009) in their study titled coomity participation of people with
an intellectual disability: a review of empiricahdings. The aim of this study was to
examine community participation of people with Ilgetual disability (ID). Research design
and methodology used in this study was review basadly which was carried out from the
period of 1996 to 2006. Total 23 studies were gigensideration by the researchers. The
study further concluded that individuals with Imeetual disability participated only in
limited areas of the community. It was found ouwttinvolvement of individuals with ID is
much less as compared to the neurotypical indivedua

Niesz et.al (2008) conducted a study on the empoert of people with disabilities
trough qualitative research. The aim of conductinig research was to find the results of
qualitative research in vocational rehabilitatieading to empowerment of Individuals with
disabilities. The results stated that by increasimgortance of consumer involvement and
choice in all aspects of vocational rehabilitatgervice delivery results in bringing in the
consumer empowerment to the forefront of reseandhpaogram attempts.

Milner et.al (2004) conducted a study on commupidyticipation and inclusion of
people with disabilities and defining their pladéis research was action research project.
Twenty eight (28) adults took part in this reseaatNew Zealand. The data was collected by
using research notes, digital recording and fliprthh To find out the results the researcher
used Hyper Research qualitative software packabe.ré&sults concluded that there can be
five main elements which can help in bringing pesitsense of belonging. This study choose
to adapt to the collective strategy to make theirenment socially and physically more
accessible.

William et.al (2003) conducted a study titled a coomity based intervention for
siblings and parents of chronic-iliness or disépilthe ISEE study. The main objective of
this study was to examine the effect of intervamtwf children having chronic illness.
Research design used in this study was random sajnpiethod (experimental method)
Total number of samples which was used were 252 obuwhich 150 were part of
experimental group and 102 were part of controugrdt was done for the children between
the ages of 7 to 15 years of age. Tool used tchdadata analysis was based on equation
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panel analyses. It was revealed after the studysigaificant improvements were noticed of
intervention of the experimental groups. Data shbwet there is increase up to 15% on
involvement of people in the community after inemtion.

Cummins & Lau (2003) conducted the study titled @umity Integration or
Community exposure? A review and Discussion inti@kato people with Intellectual
disability. The main objective of this study wageigration individuals with intellectual
disability. The main objective of this study wasdee the integration of individuals with
Intellectual disability. Methodology and design dise this study was development of a
fundamental program to integrate them into thiggpmme. In conclusion it was found out
that community integration will build a strong netk and strengthen the abilities of
individuals with Intellectual disability.

Kuipers, Kendall & Hancock (2001) in their studyled Developing a rural
community — based disability service framework amgblementation strategy. The main
objective of this study was inspect the requirenodrd sample of rural Queens-landers who
had continue to show serious disabilities and #woisd objective was ,to identify suitable
methods of providing rural rehabilitation to thgs=ople. The research design used for this
study was survey in which the researchers colledtesl data by doing interviews.
Methodology used by the researchers was Particijp&aral Appraisal (PRA). As it was a
pilot study it was done on a small group 3,700 pagan of central Queensland. It was
concluded that rural rehabilitation service @&y models should seek to: acknowledge the
availability and role and value of skilled peoplénavunderstand the local community;
promotion of disability service skills amongcéd community members; recognition of
significance informal support processes; andenaffectively in bridging the cultural gap
between the city and rural areas.

Balcazar & Balcazar (n.d.) in their case studyedtl/A Case Study of Liberation
among Latino Immigrant Families who have ChildrethviDisabilities. The objective of this
study was to how a group of Latino parents carrwéod a process of liberation along with
the creation of empowering community views sucbw@kling critical awareness which leads
to transformative action that resulted from a comityauniversity partnership. The study
was conducted in Singapore. The researcher usadrerapproach to conduct the research
design. Case Study approach was used. Six paremsnigrant of Latino were interviewed.
The authors reviewed various articles from 1981120he study concluded that people can
play a very important role in development of capatm encourage social change.

V. CONCLUSIONS

After reviewing above mentioned literatures andcke$ it can be concluded that
community can play an effective role in lives ofdividuals with disability which will
ultimately lead to social change in a society. d&wihg are some conclusions which can be
drawn after reviewing different articles:

1. Empowerment should be given to families and impnoset should be done in providing

parental access to community support programmesnfzd counselling services can be
provided to ensure participation of children in eoumity participation, and financial
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schemes can also help families to improve life ckarmand life styles of children with
disabilities (Arakelyan et.al, 2019).

The positive attitudes and communication skillpaifessionals play very important role
in giving assistance to the children in developn@riheir self-expression and decision-
making. This can happen when we use an appropaatewould further help in children
to express participation experiences and desicbdoge activities (Lio et.al, 2019).

By using ecological model of social inclusion wancinvite social inclusion in the
society this can only be possible when there isnoton of various interventions are
provided so that quality of services in society barimproved (Simplican et.al, 2015)

Adequate support to the school age children inaaflas should be included in the
environment will greatly enhance the participatiand involvement of school aged
children in the community (Bedell, 2013).

By welcoming the community to engage individualshwdisabilities within those spaces

where they feel safe and protected which exist.niptas of it can be included of a

Danish project in which people with disabilitiesregiven support to run a backpackers
hostel, hosting and orientating visitors to th@menunity (Milner & Kelly, 2009).

Meaningful social inclusion and a radical reatiuent needs to be done apart from
this the importance of peer relationships shdddmnade aware about to community
where we live in, it also involves the transfatmon of inclusion from an individual
to the collective goal of people with disabilitidgilner & Kelly, 2009).

Occupational therapy, can be used as medium toiheigduals with disabilities to give
importance to each person within his or her envirent. The person who receive
occupational therapy services helps in making dmtssabout the social situations. The
person receiving occupational therapy help him @¢getbp relationship among persons
family, and the occupational therapist in a callabive partnership ,results in enhancing
health and well-being through participation (Lawp2).

Community based intervention can be very effeatigeonly for children and individuals
with disabilities but also individuals having chiorliness can also be benefited by this
intervention. (William, 2003)
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