Research Trends in Language, Literature & Linguistics
e-1SBN: 978-93-6252-703-5

1P Series, Volume 3, Book 4, Part 3,Chapter 4
LANGUAGE AND CULTURE STUDIES

LANGUAGE AND CULTURE STUDIES

Abstract Author

The human species as a whole, Mrs. G. Anandha Lakshmi
distinguishes itself from other living things Assistant Professor
by highly developed language, which Department of English
permeates their social life, culture, The Standard Fireworks Rajarathnam
conventions, and tradition. The normal way College for Women
we communicate with others, learn about Sivakasi, Tamil Nadu.
their social norms, and separate the anandhalakshmi-eng@sfrcollege.edu.in
civilized from the less civilized races of
mankind is through language. Language
studies are constantly intertwined with
cultural studies of any human race since
this refinement influences people's cultures.

Keywords: Cultural refinement, traditional
values, beliefs, and group identification.

Copyright © 2024 Authors Page | 60


mailto:anandhalakshmi-eng@sfrcollege.edu.in

Research Trends in Language, Literature & Linguistics
e-1SBN: 978-93-6252-703-5

1P Series, Volume 3, Book 4, Part 3,Chapter 4
LANGUAGE AND CULTURE STUDIES

I. INTRODUCTION

The Merriam-Webster Dictionary describes language as a "system of words or signs
that people use to express thoughts and feelings to each other” (Merriam-Webster).
Language, however, is more than that; it is a thread that connects culture, spirituality,
knowledge, and wisdom from the past to the present, and into the future, carrying with it a
general advancement in social, moral, and ethical values for those who speak it. Every
language, together with the culture in which it is "acquired by man as a member of society,"
is something that a person learns. Language shapes a society's culture, and a society's culture
is polished and exquisite by the way its members use language. In the academic discipline of
cultural studies, topics from sociology, political economy, and anthropology, as well as
historical occurrences and social injustices in a particular country, are combined under this
simple topic. It addresses the social, racial, and class inequalities as well as the cultural
practices of that specific society, and it serves as the impetus for the development of cultural
studies.

Il. STUDIES OF CULTURE AND THEIR DEVELOPMENT

After World War 11, the multidisciplinary area of study known as "cultural studies"
emerged. At the University of Birmingham, Raymond Williams, Richard Hoggard, and
Stuart Hall are credited with creating Contemporary Cultural Studies in 1968. The political
and cultural perspectives of the Birmingham CCCS (Centre for Contemporary Cultural
Studies) emerged from an exact period of post-World War 11 British history. The rise of the
anti-Stalinist New Left, the expansion of adult education in the post-World War Il period in
Britain, the "Americanization" of British popular culture, the escalating multiculturalism of
British society, and finally the eventual impact of novel critical approaches like semiotics and
structuralism on literature were some of these developments during that period. The center
takes into account all of these variables and is credited with being the first to analyze popular
culture, subculture, race, and mass media. For them, understanding a society's culture
required direct access to that society's language, and vice versa. As a result, the words we use
in speaking are tied to our spoken language, and the method in which we give them is related
to our culture, the way our parents brought us up, our environmental society, and our
economic situation.

1. ANALYSIS OF STUDIES IN LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

A language only gains significance when the speakers themselves gain significance in
political, economic, social, and cultural spheres. When literature is closely compared to the
cultural and sociological standards of the culture at that specific time, it will be understood
and acknowledged as literature based on that culture. The limited and skewed knowledge of
the processes involved in any literary work results from insisting on the individuality of art
and separating it from its social and cultural circumstances. Therefore, it may be said that
cultural studies redefine and revalue the significance of any ideas that help in defining the
society of any work at that time. Feminism, Marxism, and Modernism, for instance, deviate
from their standards for each decade and are reinterpreted and reshaped by the various
cultures of the people. According to Harry Hoijer (1964), language is a cultural complex with
a corpus of specialized forms that are passed down from one generation to the next and from
one culture to another.
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IV. BRITISH CENTER FOR CULTURAL STUDIES (BCCS) IN BIRMINGHAM

The British New Left, notably Richard Hoggart and Raymond Willaims, who both
came from working-class backgrounds, had an impact on the early iterations of cultural
studies. Cultural Studies started to be conceptualized in the 1970s, based on the ideologies of
feminism, Marxism, and structuralism. The work of the Birmingham Center for
Contemporary Cultural Studies (BCCS) was inspired by Raymond Williams' Post
structuralism approach, which helped to build cultural studies. Early works on cultural
studies focused on group identification, established country policy, and ideas that were seen
as belonging to "high culture.” Raymond Williams' term "cultural materialism," Stephen
Green blatt's "cultural poetics,” and Michael Bakhtin's "cultural prosaic” have all gained
significance in the field of cultural studies and cultural criticism as a result of culture being
seen as the source of art and literature. The writings of David Morley, Tony Bennett, and
others subsequently developed on Stuart Hall and Richard Hoggart's work with the
Birmingham Centre. Cultural studies are concerned with how power structures structure
cultural practices including eating habits, music, movies, sporting events, and clothes. It
examines popular culture concerning dance, music, and literature about daily life that had
previously been brushed off as being inferior and undeserving of academic study. Cultural
studies reject the division between "high™ and "low™ art or "elite” and "popular” culture and
instead emphasize the transcendence of a specific discipline in society. It examines the
methods used to produce cultural works in addition to the works by which Cultural Studies
are developing.

The Italian scholar and politician Antonio Gramsci changed conventional Marxism by
seeing culture to be a crucial tool for influencing societal and individual political, social, and
economic concerns. According to him, wealthy individuals or capitalists are powerful forces
that may sway the way of life of laborers. Cultural hegemony is therefore the central idea of
Gramsci for cultural studies. It developed methods for examining how subaltern communities
actively oppose or assist the people who control politics and the economy in their society.
Raymond Williams' method was unmistakably poststructuralist; he believes that cultural
artifacts cannot be understood just in the context of the text's aesthetics, but must instead be
examined from both the social and material points of view. He believes that the book's
analysis should include the publishing business, its profit, its critics, the politics of awards,
and the media hype that promotes sales of the book in addition to general traditions and the
novel's historical setting. The cultural practice of giving dolls to girls indicates that girls are
tender and delicate and need to be given work of caring and regarding children, and domestic
responsibilities, while boys are to be with machine guns and truck toys, indicating them for
war, business, and economic competence. The greater backdrop of power relations in culture
is formed by this discourse on femininity and masculinity. According to cultural studies,
there are many different levels and fragments in daily life where meanings in any form of art
or literature might converge. Local cultures are intertwined with international economic
markets and requirements due to the globalization of metropolitan areas. Following economic
liberalization, consumerism in India has come to be considered a symbol of elite identity.
Consumption of branded goods is an indication of one's affluent identity and way of life. It
starts before one actually shops by seeing how fashionable or well-liked the signals of the
good are.
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Malls are locations where things are presented for maximum visual impact and
beautiful displays are used in such a way as to be enticing enough to pique desire. The main
components of a shopping experience at a mall are to spectacle, attention-getting, and the
impulse to spend more than what is required. As a result, the mall becomes mainly a location
for looking at amusement parks and secondly a location for shopping. The mall creates a
spectacle of a dream world with the help of models, posters, and alluring deals for adults,
children, and both sexes. People are made to feel exclusive by shopping at malls with
comfortable, opulent customers and energetic young people by providing opportunities for
them to establish a more distinctive identity within their community. The retail center
extends an invitation to anyone who wants to partake in the thrill of their shopping
experience. The surrounding views, ornamental lighting, lengthy display tables, and
captivating discounts enhance the spectacle by bringing satisfaction and joy to their shopping
experiences.

Media culture is assumed to be ideological and to replicate existing social ideals,
oppression, and inequities in cultural studies of the media. Media culture amply captures the
many facets of current issues and discussions. It imbues its readers and viewers with
impartial policies and ideals in their minds, which serves to sustain and critique the
predominance and authority of certain economic, cultural, and political groups. Additionally,
controversial, media culture sometimes leads individuals to reevaluate their knowledge and
convictions in a certain profession. Cultural studies examine popular media such as TV
shows, movies, and commercials because they are vehicles for ideological and political
power to spread their ideologies. Media and popular culture studies nowadays place a high
priority on the role that media studies play in the formation of cultural and moral values, the
dissemination of symbolic ideas, and the generation of consuming desires.

The goal of cultural studies of popular media culture is to unite a sizable population
with many cultural traditions. Television shows, clothes advertising, and slang terms with
catchy phrases, brand names, and emblems of well-known soft beverages are a few examples
of media culture. Through advertisements and the popularization of goods with their brand
names, media culture shapes people's everyday lives and their societies. The media cultures,
built the future of the younger generation, significantly influenced the listeners' thoughts, and
displaced the following generations from the former. Numerous media outlets, regardless of
audience age, conduct live broadcasts that emphasize the socioeconomic position of the
individuals. Everyone has a preferred kind of entertainment or information to keep them
informed of events, whereas individuals may unwind with video games, movies, Facebook,
and music, particularly after a long, exhausting day at work. These activities also help
individuals define their own choices. At the same time, the media platforms, especially print
and audio-visual, provide the public with a suitable setting for learning, arts, sports, and other
educational content to increase their circulation and encourage reading. Media ecologies, or
the study of media environments, are explored in contemporary culture studies of media
culture because the modalities of information and communication used by the media have a
significant impact on the social fabric and culture of the society.

As a result, Cultural Studies is a dynamic area that is unrelated to any one discipline.
We will constantly be furnished with our recent and future generations in our lives if we
spend time with all life sources. We are more inclined to comprehend other civilizations'
behaviors and not judge them if we are allowed to learn about them. The world would be
more unified and our comprehension of one another's generations would improve if more
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individuals had training in cultural studies. Reading books is not a must for studying cultures.
Traveling and establishing connections with such locations are the finest ways to learn about
different cultures. Traveling fosters a deeper appreciation for and understanding of different
cultures. The greatest approach to comprehending cultural studies is probably to speak, visit,
and interact with someone from a different country rather than reading about it in books.
Thus, language and culture studies are essential for understanding the relationship between
the present, past, and future of any human race and their civilization.
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