
Futuristic Trends in Agriculture Engineering & Food Sciences 
e-ISBN: 978-93-5747-995-0 

IIP Series, Volume 3, Book 23, Chapter 7 
ROLE OF AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERING IN SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 

 

Copyright © 2024Authors                                                                                                                      Page | 96 

ROLE OF AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERING IN 
SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 
 

Authors 
 
Manabraj Manna 

Division of Agricultural Engineering 
Indian Agricultural Research Institute 
New Delhi,  India 
 

Rupesh Kumar 

Division of Agricultural Engineering 
Indian Agricultural Research Institute 
New Delhi,  India 
 

Abhishek Das 

Division of Soil Science and Agricultural 
Chemistry 
Indian Agricultural Research Institute 
New Delhi , India 
 

 
 

Partha Chandra Mondal 

Division of Agricultural Chemicals 
Indian Agricultural Research Institute 
New Delhi, India 
 

Tridiv Ghosh 

Division of Agricultural Physics 
Indian Agricultural Research Institute 
New Delhi,  India 

I. INTRODUCTION 
 

This book chapter traverses the field of agricultural engineering and its significant 
role in developing the farming practices for sustainable agricultural production. It emphasises 
the various technological advancements and innovations that have playeda pivotal role in 
developing the agricultural sector, improvement of crop yields, reduction of environmental 
impacts and intensify overall farm management. The chapter focuses into key areas such as 
precision farming, mechanization, irrigation systems, and post-harvest processing, providing 
detail information about how these developments contributed to sustainable agricultural 
practices. The goal is to understand readers with a comprehensive understanding of the 
important developments in the field of agricultural engineering and their impacts for the 
future of farming. 

 
II. BACKGROUND AND IMPORTANCE OF AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERING 
 

Agricultural engineering is a multidisciplinary field which integrates principles of 
engineering of various other disciplines with agricultural sciences for the development of 
innovative solutions which aims for enhancing agricultural practices for natural resources 
management. It plays a pivotal role in providing solutions to the challenges faced by the 
agriculture sector, like increasing global food demand, limited land resources, and 
environmental sustainability. 

 
The need for agricultural engineering arises to address the growing population and the 

need to produce more food efficiently with limited land and other resources. Traditional 
farming methods had limitations like productivity, resource utilization, and environmental 
impact. Agricultural engineering provided solutions to these challenges by applying 
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engineering principles and technologies for development of sustainable and efficient farming 
systems. 

 
The role of Agricultural engineers is to design, develop, and implement advanced 

machinery, irrigation systems, and post-harvest processing techniques to optimize 
agricultural production. They focus on the areas like improving crop yields, minimizing 
waste, conserving resources, and reducing the environmental footprint of farming operations. 

  
This book chapter will enable the readers with the importance of agricultural 

engineering and its role in the transformation of traditional farming practices. It is a valuable 
resource for researchers, practitioners, and students who are interested in agricultural 
engineering and its implications for sustainable agriculture. 

 
III. PRECISION FARMING 
 

Precision farming, which is also known as precision agriculture or site-specific 
farming, is a farming practice that uses advanced technologies and data-driven techniques to 
optimize agricultural practices to a verywell-defined scale level. Precision farming allows 
agricultural management decisions to be customized in spatial and temporal ways where 
sensing, sampling, and management are able to treat a field as a heterogeneous entity (Finger 
et al. 2019). It generally involves the collection, analysis, and utilization of data which is used 
to make informed decisions regarding crop management, resource allocation, and production 
processes. 

 
The principles of precision farming are based on the concept which emphasises 

variability within agricultural fields. In this system rather than treating the entire field 
uniformly, different areas within a field that may have unique characteristics and 
requirements are identified and by identifying and managing this variability, it aims to 
maximize productivity while minimizing input usage and reducing environmental impact. 

 
1. Role of Sensors and Internet of Things (IoT): Sensors play a pivotal role in precision 

farming. They are used to collect data on various parameters such as soil moisture, 
nutrient levels, temperature, humidity, and plant health. Sensors can be installed 
throughout the field to capture real-time information about the conditions and 
requirements of different areas regarding requirement of the area. Gsangaya et al. (2020) 
reported that sensors and microcontrollers are useful to capture environmental parameter 
data such as temperature, humidity, light intensity, and soil moisture content and with 
utilization of the IoT technology, the sensors captured information can be transferred 
wirelessly at the cloud server to be used for management purpose in precision farming. 
The Internet of Things (IoT) helps in seamless connectivity and communication between 
these sensors, which allows efficient data collection and analysis and provide farmers 
with valuable information regarding the spatial as well as temporal variability within their 
fields. This information helps farmers to make decisions based on data regarding 
irrigation, fertilization, pest management, and other crop-specific practices. So, a well 
monitored field conditions in real-time, will optimizes resource utilization and improves 
overall crop performance. 
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2. Data Analytics And Decision Support Systems: Data analytics are vital in precision 
farming for transforming the collected data into reasonable useful resources. Advanced 
analytics techniques like machine learning and statistical modelling are used to analyse 
the data for finding patterns, trends, and correlations in the data set, which are useful for 
decision-making processes.The use of machine learning through application of the IoT 
data analytics in the field of agricultural sector will increase the quantity and quality of 
production from the crop fields (Akhter et al. 2021). 

 
Decision support systems (DSS) integrate the analytical outputs with domain 

knowledge and expertise to supply farmers with recommendations and guidance. These 
DSS platforms uses algorithms and models which after interpreting data 
generaterecommendations as per requirements for specific farming operations. These 
systems help farmers to take decisions about planting schedules, irrigation timing, 
fertilization rates, and other crucial aspects of crop managements. 

 
IV. MECHANIZATION IN AGRICULTURE 
 

Mechanization in agriculture is the use of various machinery and equipment to ease 
farming operations, which reduces the dependence on manual labour and drudgery. 
Agricultural machinery involves a variety range of equipment, including tractors, harvesters, 
planters, sprayers, and tillage tools. These machines are designed to perform specific tasks 
efficiently, which saves time and labour and improves productivity. The development of 
agricultural machinery has greatly affected farming practices in positive ways, which enable 
farmers to accomplish operations quickly and effectively. These modern machineries are 
equipped with modern advanced technologies such as GPS, computer control systems, and 
sensors, which allow precise and efficient operation. With population growth in progress, the 
global agriculture industry has also to progress, which is currently at 10% of the global GDP, 
to grow at least 60% by 2030 in order to keep the demand in check (Mentsiev et al. 2020). 

 
1. Automation and Robotics in Farming Operations: Automation and robotics are 

increasingly being applied in farming operations for enhancement in the productivity and 
efficiency. Automated systems can perform difficult operations such as planting, 
spraying, harvesting, and sorting with high precision and consistency.Robotic systems, 
including drones and unmanned ground vehicles, are potentially powerful tools to 
beautify farming practices further. Drones can be used to monitor crops, identify areas of 
stress or disease, and apply targeted treatments. Unmanned ground vehicles can perform 
tasks which are difficult as well as labour intensive such as weeding, thinning, and 
selective harvesting.Though extensive application of automatic robotics improves crop 
yield qualitatively and quantitatively, also efficiency and effectiveness increase multi-fold 
(Krishnan et al. 2020). The integration of automation and robotics in agriculture are 
helpful for operational efficiency, which reduces labour requirements, and help farmers to 
accomplish tasks with greater accuracy and speed. 

 
2. Efficient Power Utilization and Alternative Energy Sources: Power is the main 

essential component in the farming system and efficient power utilization is a crucial part 
of agricultural mechanization. For achieving this, farm machineries are increasingly 
designed for optimizing fuel consumption and power efficiency. Advances in engine 
technology, transmission systems, and hydraulic systems have greatly benefitted energy 
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efficiency in agricultural machinery. Moreover, the increasing use of alternative energy 
sources in agricultural machinery is helpful for sustainability in the energy for agriculture. 
Kodirov et al. (2020) reported that Sustainable agriculture meant to increase crop 
production and preserve economic stability but at the same time to ensure reduction of the 
use of scarce natural resources, renewable energy sources need to be promoted. 
Renewable energy production systems, such as solar panels and wind turbines, are used to 
power farm operations which are reducing reliance on fossil fuels and subsequently 
minimizing carbon emissions. Also, biofuels from either agricultural wastes or 
agricultural plants can be sustainable alternative to conventional fuels. 

 
V. IRRIGATION SYSTEMS, WATER MANAGEMENT AND WATER 

CONSERVATION 
 

Water is thefundamental resource for agriculture, and most important input for crop 
growth, development, and yield. Irrigation is the artificial application of water to the plants 
for meeting the evapotranspiration need of the plant. If there is lack of adequate water supply 
during various growing season of the plant optimal plant health and productivity are severely 
affected which also increase susceptibility to pests and diseases, and overall farm 
productivity decreases by many folds.Irrigation plays an important role in the productivity of 
the framing system and growth of agriculture, where the consumption of fresh water no less 
than 75% globally (Ramachandran et al. 2022). 

 
1. Types of Irrigation Systems and their Applications: There are various types of 

irrigation systems which are used to irrigate plant but suitability is depends upon 
economy and field conditions mostly. Various types of irrigation systems are discussed 
below  

 
 Surface Irrigation: Surface irrigation is the application of water to the field either 

through the guided bunds at the field or flooding uncontrolled at the field. So, 
accordingly, they are classified as uncontrolled flooding, which is used when there is 
no limitation in the water availability. Or, classified as controlled flooding which are 
border method, basin method or furrow method of irrigation according to the 
alignment of the bunds in the field. The main disadvantage of these methods is the 
uniformity of water application.  
 

 Border Method: In this method of surface irrigation the land is divided into number 
of long parallel strips known as borders which are separated by low ridges. The water 
is applied at the head of the border and a thin sheet of water flows down the field. The 
end of the field may either be open end or closed end depends upon whether runoff to 
be allowed at the end or not. 

 
 Basin Method: It is the most common type of irrigation method, where the field is 

divided into smaller units of nearly levelled surface. Ridges are constructed around 
the basin to control the irrigation provided into the area. 

 
 Furrow Method: It is the method which is used for row crops. Where water is 

applied between the crop rows by running small streams. In this system, the water 
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infiltrates the soil and spreads laterally to irrigate the areas which are between the 
furrow. 

 
 Subsurface Irrigation: Type of irrigation where water is delivered below the soil 

surface, typically through buried pipes or tubes which reduced water losses through 
evaporation and beneficial for water-sensitive crops and water-scarce regions. 

 
 Drip Irrigation: Drip irrigation is a form of subsurface irrigation method which is the 

targeted application of water at the plant root zone. Which minimizes water loss 
through  evaporation or run off. It is very effective for water-sensitive crops and 
where the soil is saline and in areas with limited water availability. 

 
 Sprinkler Irrigation: Sprinklers distribute water over the field in the form of small 

droplets, resembling rainfall also called as overhead irrigation. This method is suitable 
for a wide range of crops and can be used in both small and large-scale farming but 
not suitable for the crops which requires standing water during their growing period. 

 
2. Sensor-Based Irrigation and Smart Water Management: Irrigation application at the 

farm level can be more efficient by the use of Sensors. As, in this system data is collected 
from various sensors, such as soil moisture sensors, weather stations, and plant-based 
sensors, can be used to monitor the water requirements of crops in real-time enabling 
precise and automated control of irrigation and application of water at where and when it 
is needed. Munoth et al. (2016) reported that sensor-based technology is found to be 
suitable for collecting real time data for different parameters and can be used in 
developing solutions related to irrigation and other agricultural processes.Smart water 
management technologies can be used to integrate sensor data with advanced algorithms 
and decision support systems for optimum irrigation scheduling and water allocation as 
required. In this system factors such as soil moisture levels, crop water demand, weather 
conditions, and evapotranspiration rates are used. Which is helpful for optimizing 
irrigation efficiency, conserve water resources, and improve crop productivity. 

 
3. Water Conservation: Water is a vital input for agriculture, so it is necessary to conserve 

the water for the future. As water unavailability can be a major factor for the production 
and productivity of the agriculture sector. There are various water conservation 
techniques available which are essential for sustainable agriculture, particularly in regions 
facing water scarcity or drought conditions. Some common water conservation techniques 
employed in agriculture are listed below: 

 
 Mulching: It involves covering the soil surface with organic or inorganic materials 

mainly tocut off evaporation and maintain soil moisture levels. 
 

 Rainwater Harvesting: In this system rainwater captured and stored for later use in 
irrigation. This technique can helpful to supplement irrigation water and reduce 
dependency on outer water sources. 

 
 Crop Selection and Rotation: Choosing crops that are drought-tolerant and 

implementing proper crop rotation strategies will be helpful in optimizing water use 
and reduce the overall water demand for farming operations. 



Futuristic Trends in Agriculture Engineering & Food Sciences 
e-ISBN: 978-93-5747-995-0 

IIP Series, Volume 3, Book 23, Chapter 7 
ROLE OF AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERING IN SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 

 

Copyright © 2024Authors                                                                                                                      Page | 101 

 Efficient Irrigation Scheduling: Data-driven approaches can be used for this 
purpose, such as evapotranspiration-based scheduling where farmers can schedule 
irrigation as per the water needs of crops which minimizes water wastage. 

 
VI. POST-HARVEST PROCESSING AND STORAGE 
 

Post-harvest processing is critical in preserving the quality and value of agricultural 
products after they are harvested from the field. The process generally involves a series of 
activities, which includes harvesting, sorting, cleaning, grading, drying, storage, and value 
addition through processing. Effective post-harvest processing ensures that crops are handled 
properly to minimize losses, maintain quality, and extend shelf life. Kumar et al. (2017) 
reported thataround 50%–60% cereal grains can be lost due to technical inefficiency during 
the storage stage which can be brought to low as 1%–2% if scientific methods are 
used. Proper post-harvest processing is most important for reducing post-harvest losses, 
which can occur due to various factorsas pests, diseases, physical damage, and inadequate 
storage conditions. This process also enables farmers to add value to their produce by 
transforming raw agricultural commodities into marketable products through the use of 
processing and value addition techniques properly. 

 
1. Harvesting Technologies and Techniques: Harvesting technologies and techniques are 

used to facilitate efficient and timely harvesting while minimizing losses. Choice of the 
harvesting method depends on the crop type, maturity stage, and market requirements. 
Some common harvesting technologies and techniques are listed below: 

 
 Manual Harvesting: Manual harvesting generally involves the use of hand tools and 

labourersfor manual harvesting of crops. It is suitable for crops which requires 
selective picking or delicate handling. 
 

 Mechanical Harvesting: Mechanical harvesters are used for large-scale harvesting of 
crops such as grains, fruits, and vegetables where manual labour can be inefficient 
with respect to monetary basis and timeliness. Here various mechanisms, such as 
cutting, shaking, or stripping, to harvest the crops efficiently and effectively. 

 
 Precision Harvesting: Precision harvesting involves the use of advanced 

technologies, such as computer vision and robotics, for selective harvesting of crops 
based on their maturity, size, or quality. This approach is helpful for minimizing 
waste and improving efficiency. The adoption of appropriate harvesting technologies 
and techniques helps ensure that crops are harvested at the optimal time, preserving 
their quality and minimizing losses. 

 
2. Crop Drying and Storage Systems: Crop drying and storage systems are most essential 

for maintaining the quality and marketability of harvested crops. Efficient drying methods 
must remove excess moisture from crops which prevents mold growth, insect infestations, 
and degradation of nutritional value. Improper preservation of products along with 
storage methods have led to spoilage and loss of harvested products (Srinivasan et al. 
2021).Common crop drying techniques employed include sun drying, mechanical drying, 
and using specialized drying equipment. Storage systems are designed in such a way that 
can provide suitable conditions for crop storage, which includes temperature control, 



Futuristic Trends in Agriculture Engineering & Food Sciences 
e-ISBN: 978-93-5747-995-0 

IIP Series, Volume 3, Book 23, Chapter 7 
ROLE OF AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERING IN SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 

 

Copyright © 2024Authors                                                                                                                      Page | 102 

humidity regulation, and protection from pests and diseases. Storage method ranges from 
traditional storage structures, such as granaries and root cellars, to modern storage 
facilities equipped with temperature and moisture control systems. 

 
3. Value Addition and Food Processing: Value addition and food processing activities are 

performed to transform raw agricultural commodities into processed products with higher 
market value. These activities include cleaning, grading, sorting, packaging, preservation, 
and transformation of the raw products into value-added products such as juices, jams, 
pickles, or processed foods.Value addition and food processing not only enhance the shelf 
life and marketability of agricultural products but has the ability to create opportunities 
for diversification and income generation. They are helpful in reducing post-harvest 
losses, increasing market access, and meeting consumer demands for convenience and 
processed food products. 

 
Appropriate food processing technologies, hygiene practices, and quality control 

measures are essential for ensuring food safety and maintaining the nutritional integrity of 
processed agricultural products.By engaging in value addition and food processing, 
farmers can tap into new market segments, increase profitability, and reduce waste, thus 
optimizing the overall value chain of agricultural produce. 
 

Efficient post-harvest processing and storage systems, along with value addition 
and food processing activities, contribute to reducing post-harvest losses, ensuring food 
security, promoting marketability, and enhancing the economic value of agricultural 
products. 
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