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                                                                                   Abstract  

An innovative method for materials analysis called LIBS is developing quickly and is starting to be recognized as 

a crucial instrument in analytical chemistry. LIBS technology is also progressing in various aspects. Because LIBS 

is inherently versatile, it can be used elegantly in different circumstances. However, to get accurate results, it's 

necessary to be aware of this method's analytical constraints before development, the validation must be done 

depending upon the critical needs. Discovering and identifying rocks and minerals; using resources; slurry and 

drill cores; rare earth elements; and light elements. LIBS is crucial in geology, biomedical, microbial, drug 

elemental, and pharmaceutical analysis. LIBS was first introduced in 1962 by Townes.   

Abbreviation:  

LIBS- laser-induced breakdown spectroscopy 

GSR- Gunshot Residue 

I. Introduction: 

One atomic emission spectroscopy method for quickly analyzing the chemical composition of various analytes, 

with a high-power laser pulse onto a sample is called LIBS alternatively known as laser-induced plasma 

spectroscopy (LIPS). The plasma emits light which is then used to determine various compositions across 

different fields. This technique is mainly used for elemental analysis. LIBS prove useful in atomic-level 

chemical analysis. The characteristic of LIBS is when the discrete plasma volume combines to produce a single-

shot analysis [3]. A comprehensive investigation of the laser-induced breakdown process also focuses on the 

mechanism linked to the initiation and propagation of plasma. It is a quantitative analytical method for one-line 

studies of different substances. The investigations included inquiries into spectrum resolution, detection limits, 

and experimental parameters affecting precision and accuracy [9]. 

II. Investigation of laser-induced breakdown spectroscopy across different fields.  

A. Atmospheric Pressure and its Impact on LIBS:  

Spectroscopy using laser-induced breakdown (LIBS) can study gases and aerosol particles in the 

environment when exposed to atmospheric pressure. The LIBS spectra can be significantly altered by 

changing the pressure in the surrounding atmosphere. Determination of trace elements in the atmospheric 



gases used to monitor environmental pollution control. They analyze particulate matter in the air such as 

dust and industrial pollutants to determine their composition [6]. 

 

 

 

B. The Potential of laser-induced breakdown spectroscopy in biomedical application:  

In biologically active materials, trace mineral elements are crucial because even small 

concentration changes might negatively impact every living creature's metabolic functions. Therefore, it 

is crucial to identify and measure these minerals in biomaterials to track metabolism. Moreover, trace 

levels of heavy and toxic metals can harm human health when present in food and food items, thus it is 

crucial to detect and analyze these metals immediately.  

• Tissue Analysis: LIBS can examine tissue samples to identify and track down elements that may help 

determine the tissue's composition or make medical diagnoses. it can use the elemental composition of 

the tissues to distinguish between healthy and malignant tissues. 

• Cancer Diagnosis: By identifying particular elemental changes or the presence of biomarkers linked to 

cancer, LIBS can assist oncologists in identifying malignant tissues. It may also be applied to evaluate 

the distribution of medications depending on metals within malignancies. 

• Bone Analysis: To diagnose conditions related to the bones, like osteoporosis, LIBS is used to examine 

the composition and density of the bone. Determining the provenance or age of a bone can also be aided 

by forensic investigation. 

• Analysis of Blood and Urine: LIBS can monitor the amounts of important and trace elements in blood 

and urine samples through analysis. This can help with the diagnosis of several illnesses, including 

metabolic abnormalities, heavy metal poisoning, and mineral shortages. 

• Microbial Analysis: LIBS can assist in the identification of bacterial or fungal illnesses by analyzing 

microbial samples. It can offer a quick and accurate study of microbial cultures and antibiotic resistance 

in them [5]. 

C. Geological analysis by using laser-induced breakdown spectroscopy. 

Laser-induced breakdown spectroscopy can rapidly and precisely identify the mineral 

composition in geological aspects through a pulsed laser beam focused onto the sample. Understanding 

the geochemistry of a region depends on knowing the amounts of different elements in samples of rock 

and soil, which is made possible by geochemical analysis. LIBS can be modified for space missions and 

other distant sensing applications. The method is sensitive enough to identify trace elements and is useful 

for researching uncommon minerals or pollution in geological samples [2]. 

D. Laser-induced breakdown spectroscopy in analyzing aerosolized drugs.   

Aerosolizing a medicine results in a fine mist or spray of drug particles. Nebulizers, inhalers, 

and atomizers are a few examples of the equipment used to aerosolize drugs. To produce tiny particles 

or droplets that can be inhaled or administered. Using laser-induced breakdown spectroscopy a high-

energy laser pulse is directed at the aerosolized drug particle to analyze the quality and consistency of a 

pharmaceutical product or a drug formulation [8]. 

E. Laser-induced breakdown spectroscopy in forensic aspects.  

• Analyzing Gunshot Residue: 

If a suspect has gunshot residues (GSR) LIBS can be utilized to find and examine them. LIBS 

is a useful tool in GSR study since it can identify traces of elements including lead, barium, 

and antimony.  

• Drug Identification: 

It can detect trace elements in narcotics, which aids in figuring out the substance's 

composition and place of origin. This is helpful in toxicology.  

• Identification of Metal and Alloy: 

LIBS can identify the composition of metals and alloys to identify instruments or weapons 

used in a crime.  

• Analysis of Explosives: 

LIBS can locate and identify explosive residue traces on various surfaces. This is very helpful 

for bombing crime scene investigations and counterterrorism efforts. 

• Examining the Document: 

The method examines papers and inks, assisting in the authentication process and identifying 

counterfeits [3]. 



 

 

 

 
F. Molecular analysis using laser-induced breakdown spectroscopy.  

• Polymer identification: 

The elemental compositions of various polymers change according to their structural alignment. LIBS 

can assist in identifying diverse polymer types by investigating the elemental ratios and evidence of 

particular additives or fillers. 

• Chemical compound Determination: 

LIBS can identify trace amounts that correspond to particular and various chemical compounds. For 

example, the elements like carbon, hydrogen, nitrogen, and sulphur may disclose the presence of organic 

molecules. 

• Food and agricultural analysis: 

LIBS can analyze specific compounds and pollutants that are present in food particles and detection of 

trace elements can be done in agricultural products. 

• Pharmaceutical Analysis: 

LIBS is capable of identifying trace components and contaminants in pharmaceuticals that may have an 

impact on a drug's safety or effectiveness. Molecular structures can be derived through LIBS. 

• Biological sample: 

LIBS can analyze biological samples and biological fluids to find components that may be indicative of 

particular biomolecules and can be used in research and medicinal diagnosis [10]. 

III. Applications of laser-induced breakdown spectroscopy. 

 

                                                       Fig1: Applications of LIBS 
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IV. Laser-induced breakdown spectroscopy as a specialized technology: 

 

• Real-time and Rapid analysis of samples LIBS provides feedback on the elemental composition of the 

samples. This is particularly valuable in applications requiring rapid decision-making or where having 

real-time data is essential and crucial, such as in industrial process monitoring and environmental 

analysis. 

• Minimal sample preparation LIBS often requires little to no sample preparation, which makes analysis 

easier. This is useful for direct analysis of samples in their original state which includes complicated 

mixtures or geological samples. 

• Versatile and can analyze a wide range of elements Liquid, gas, and solid analysis can all be done with 

LIBS. Because of its adaptability, it can be used in a wide range of fields, such as forensic analysis, 

material science, environmental monitoring, and medicines. 

• It is a non-destructive method that does not affect the drug samples and is preserved because the 

method is non-destructive, indicating that it doesn't change or affect the sample while it's being 

analyzed. For sensitive samples, like precious minerals or artifacts from archaeology LIBS method of 

analysis is used.  

• High sensitivity and resolution LIBS has an elevated level of spatial resolution, which makes it more 

possible to analyze small sample sizes or particular characteristics within a sample. Uses such as 

microanalysis of materials or detailed examination of heterogeneous samples. 

• Field and On-Site Analysis Portability LIBS devices that are portable can now be used for on-site 

analysis in remote or fieldwork settings. Field geology, emergency response, and real-time 

environmental monitoring can all benefit from these capabilities. 

• No Requirement for Sample Standards LIBS can be calibrated using different approaches and does 

not always require standard and reference materials for every analysis, making it more flexible and 

adaptable to various types of samples.  

• Depth Profiling LIBS can be used for depth profiling, which involves analyzing layers within single 

or multiple samples. This is particularly useful for studying stratified materials, coatings, or thin films. 

• Remote Sensing LIBS to analyze Martian soil and rock samples, providing data on the composition 

of extraterrestrial materials. Also used in the analysis of space missions [7]. 

 

 

V. Limitations and challenges: 

• Environmental Influence: The accuracy of the analysis can be impacted by variables like humidity 

and temperature. 

• Sensitivity Problems: Getting high sensitivity for trace elements; may need optimization or 

sophisticated methods. 

• Matrix Effects: Spectrum interference brought on by the existence of several elements in a sample 

might make it more difficult to interpret the results. 

• Analytical capabilities: it is not always possible to control many operational parameters 

simultaneously and maximizing operational parameters is important.  

• Changes in parameters: these will affect the signals to the analyte as well as the relative intensities 

of the emission signals [1]. 

VI.    Safety measures in the use of laser-induced breakdown spectroscopy:   

The laser beam creates the plasma poses a risk to ocular and skin hazards caution must 

be taken when using it. Taking great care to package and interlock some instruments can work 

safely reducing the potential hazard to almost zero making this instrument safe to operate as 

current conventional analytical instrument. It is imperative to implement appropriate measures 

to avert equipment contamination and restrict the exposure of operators and nearby personnel 

to hazardous particles [11]. 

 

 



 

 

 

VII. Future aspects of laser-induced breakdown spectroscopy: 

The future of laser-induced breakdown spectroscopy is promising with several possibilities for 

its growth and its application. Here are some significant aspects of LIBS.  

Technological improvements will further be used to detect enhanced sensitivity and produce better 

resolution compact and portable drug delivery systems.  Advanced data processing and analysis methods 

mainly include artificial intelligence and machine learning more comprehensive identification of 

elements and various sample types in advanced spectral libraries. There are further expanded studies in 

environmental monitoring, biomedical application, and industrial process control—newly established 

standard protocols for consistency and reliability across different fields leading to regulatory acceptance. 

The Future spectrum is based on understanding plasma dynamics and nanoparticle analysis for their 

interaction with environmental and biological systems [4]. 

VIII. Conclusion:  

The analytical method known as Laser-Induced Breakdown Spectroscopy (LIBS) is a diverse 

and quickly evolving discipline with a wide range of applications. LIBS has proven its potential to 

perform fast, accurate, and non-destructive elemental analysis in various settings, including biomedical 

applications, forensic investigations, environmental monitoring, and geological studies. It is a vital tool 

in both laboratory and field settings since it requires little sample preparation and provides real-time data. 

LIBS's growing applications and ongoing improvement will make it an even more important instrument 

in analytical chemistry. Because of its exceptional adaptability, quick analysis, and low sample 

preparation requirements, LIBS is regarded as a key component of contemporary analytical methods and 

has great promise for advancements in both science and a wide range of industrial uses. 
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